Baptism Candidate Information

What is Baptism? 
Baptism is a visible symbol of God's saving work within a person. It is the outward sign of belonging to the people of God—those who have repented and put their faith in Jesus Christ. Baptism was instituted by our Lord and practiced by the early church, (Matt.28:19,Acts 2:41;8:30-38;16:33-34) and therefore, we believe this ordinance should be practiced by the church today.  You should be baptized if these two conditions describe you: 1) You have repented of your sins and believed on Christ alone for salvation. 2) You have not already been baptized as a believer by immersion.
What does Baptism Symbolize? 
Baptism uniquely portrays the believer’s union with Christ in his death, burial, and resurrection (Rom. 6:3-5). Therefore, at FBC  we practice baptism by immersion, which vividly pictures these realities.
 Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. Romans 6:3–5 (ESV) 

How should we baptize?  

We believe that a person should be baptized by being fully immersed in water:  

· The word baptism was transliterated from the word baptizo meaning to “make fully whelmed; to dip or to sink”. 

· Baptism took place where there was much water – John 3:23

· When they baptized they went down into the water (Acts 8:38) and came up from the water (Matthew 3:16)

· When being baptized by immersion, the picture of going down into the water and coming up out of the water symbolizes the believer’s identification with Christ’s death, burial, and resurrections. 
Who Should Be Baptized? 
Baptism points to the beginning of the Christian life (Matt. 28:19; Acts 2:38) and displays one’s commitment to turn from sin and trust in Christ for salvation. For this reason, we do not baptize infants. If you were baptized as an infant, we would ask that—in obedience to Scripture and as part of becoming a member of FBC—you be baptized as a believer. Acts 8:12: “…when they believed…they were baptized, both men and women.”

· A Candidate for Baptism should be able to: 
a. Communicate the content of the gospel as well as an expression of faith in Jesus Christ for salvation.
b. Evidence godly sorrow over sin, followed by repentance which leads to the fruit of the Spirit.
c. Examine himself and the condition of his soul (1 Cor. 11:27-32).
d. Demonstrate a willingness to turn away from the world and instead live a life keeping God’s commands and loving God’s church (1 John 2:15-17; 5:1-5).
e. Exhibit fruit which proceeds from regeneration (Gal. 5:22-23).
What Should I Expect When Getting Baptized?  

Though there may be some variations, here is the basic schedule of a baptism service:

1.  The pastor meets with baptism candidates before the service to go over any last minute details,  talk through the ceremony, and allow time to get changed.

2. At the beginning of the baptism service, the pastor will say a devotional word about baptism.

3.  The pastor will ask the candidates to join him one at a time in the baptismal pool and will give you an opportunity to share your testimony of salvation and the reason why you want to be baptized (if you have a desire to share).
4. The pastor will ask three questions of each candidate:

· Are you today,  trusting in Jesus Christ alone for the forgiveness of your sins and the fulfillment of all God's promises to you, even eternal life?
· Today, do you forsake Satan and all his works and all his ways?
· Do you intend with God's help to obey Jesus' teaching and follow him as your Lord?
5. The pastor will then say these words of baptism and immerse the candidate: "On the profession of your faith in Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior and in obedience to his command, I now baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit."

6. The pastor and a deacon or deaconess will help you out of the water and take you to a place to change into dry clothes.   
