Baptism Candidate Interview (Youth)

Reviewing the Gospel:  

There are four essential elements that you need to understand and be able to put into words:  

Truth about God 

a. God is holy. 

· He does not sin, do evil, or make mistakes.  

· God is not man, that he should lie, or a son of man, that he should change his mind. (Numbers 23:19a)

· …God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. (James 1:13b)

· God is separated from sin.  

Holiness is more than “not sinning.”  To be holy is to be completely separated from sin.  Sin and holiness cannot be in the same place.  When Adam and Eve sinned they hid from the presence of the Lord.  The “holy of holies” in the tabernacle and temple reminded Israel that God was separated from them because He was holy.

· Because God is holy, we must be holy, too.  

· “Speak to all the congregation of the people of Israel and say to them, You shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am holy” (Leviticus 19:2) 

· …but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy” (I Peter 1:15-16)
b. God is devoted to His glory 

· Everything God has done, all that He is doing, and all that He ever will do is for His glory and His glory alone.  

· He has compassion on His people so that Nations will fear the name of the LORD, and all the kings of the earth will fear His glory.  (Psalm 102:15)

· God restrained His hand from Pharoah “… to show (His) power, so that (His) name may be proclaimed in all the earth”  (Exodus 19:16)

· God’s great goal is that “…the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD…” (Habakkuk 2:14) “…from the rising of the sun, to its setting, His name will be great among the nations…”  (Malachi 1:11)

· God created (made) us for His glory.  

· “…bring my sons from afar and my daughters from the end of the earth… whom I created for my glory…”  (Isaiah 43:6b-7b) 
· Because we were made for God’s glory we must live for His glory.  
· So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God (I Corinthians 10:31) 
Truth about Sin 
a. Because of Adam’s sin, we all as human beings are born in sin – we have a corrupt nature, which means we are born sinful.  

· Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned… (Romans 5:12) 

b. Because of our sin, we have failed to please God.  

· For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God’s law; indeed, it cannot.  Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. (Romans 8:7-8) 

· We have failed to be holy. 
· “None is righteous, no, not one; no one understands; no one seeks for God.  All  have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good, not even one” (Romans 3:10-12)

· We have failed to live for His glory.  

· …for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God…(Romans 3:23)
· We don’t love Him like we should, we don’t trust Him like we should, we don’t treasure Him like we should, etc.  
c. Because of our sin, God is very angry with us.  

· But because of your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath when God’s righteous judgment will be revealed. (Romans 2:5) 

· And you were dead in trespasses and sins… and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. (Ephesians 2:1-3)

d. Because of our sin, we are condemned to hell.  

· “Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God.”  (John 3:18) (see also Matthew 22:13)

Truth about What Christ Did

The main point we want to emphasize is that Christ is our substitute.  He took our place.  He bore (carried) our sins instead of us.  He became the object of God’s wrath instead of us.  He died instead of us.  

a. Christ bore our sins. 

· He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness.  By his wounds you have been healed. (I Peter 2:24) 

b. Christ became a curse for us.  

· Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree” (Galatians 3:13)

c. Christ became our righteousness.  

· In Christ we can be holy.  

· For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. (2 Corinthians 5:21) 

· For as by one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous.  (Romans 5:19)

· In Christ, we glorify God. 

· “All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I am glorified in them” (John 17:10)

· “Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified in him” (John 13:31b)

Truth about Faith

a. Faith is the way we benefit from what Jesus did for us.  

· For by grace you have been saved through faith (Ephesians 2:8a)

b. Faith is not something we do; it is a gift of God.  

· And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast (Ephesians 2:8b-9) 

c. Faith is trusting in Christ alone for the forgiveness of our sins and the fulfillment of all His promises to us.  

·  But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared,  he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit,  whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. (Titus 3:4–7)

The Meaning of Baptism: 
What is baptism?  

a. Immersion into Water

This is the basic meaning of the word “baptism,” but for the Christian its meaning is much richer and deeper.  

b. Baptism is a symbol. 

· The Death and Resurrection of Jesus 
· Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in which you stand,  and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to you—unless you believed in vain. For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, (1 Corinthians 15:1–4)
· What God Has Accomplished  
· Baptism is a symbol of the spiritual change that God has worked in our lives.  It is a transition from spiritual and eternal death to spiritual and eternal life.  It is moving from hopelessness into hopefulness, from darkness into light, and from slavery to sin to freedom in Christ.  In baptism, we symbolically express our acceptance of death with Christ, putting an end to our old way of life and rising with Christ to begin a new kind of life in Him.  
·  Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. (Romans 6:3–5) 
c. Baptism is an act of obedience to the Lord’s command and following His example.  
· And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18–20) (see also Acts 2:38; Matthew 3:13-17)

d. Baptism is a public declaration of faith in Jesus Christ. 
In baptism we are announcing to everyone that we belong to Christ- that we are His and that we have surrendered our lives to Him and to His rule.  
e. Baptism is only for believers. 

Baptism is a symbol of beginning the Christian life and therefore it is clear that we should only be baptized when there is evidence of new birth and the candidate is able to give a credible profession of faith in Christ.  

What Should I Expect When Getting Baptized?  

Though there may be some variations, here is the basic schedule of a baptism service:

1.  The pastor meets with baptism candidates before the service to go over any last minute details,  talk through the ceremony, and allow time to get changed.

2. At the beginning of the baptism service, the pastor will say a devotional word about baptism.

3.  The pastor will ask the candidates to join him one at a time in the baptismal pool and will give you an opportunity to share your testimony of salvation and the reason why you want to be baptized (if you have a desire to share).

4. The pastor will ask three questions of each candidate:

· Are you today,  trusting in Jesus Christ alone for the forgiveness of your sins and the fulfillment of all God's promises to you, even eternal life?
· Today, do you forsake Satan and all his works and all his ways?
· Do you intend with God's help to obey Jesus' teaching and follow him as your Lord?
5. The pastor will then say these words of baptism and immerse the candidate: "On the profession of your faith in Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior and in obedience to his command, I now baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit."

6. The pastor and a deacon or deaconess will help you out of the water and take you to a place to change into dry clothes.   

